




 

 

 



 

38 Immature age 

(1) A person under the age of 10 years is excused from criminal responsibility for an 
act, omission or event. 
 

(2) A person under the age of 14 years is excused from criminal responsibility for an 
act, omission or event unless it is proved that at the time of doing the act, making 
the omission or causing the event he had capacity to know that he ought not to 
do the act, make the omission or cause the event. 

 
And 
 
43AQ Children over 10 but under 14 

(1) A child aged 10 years or more but under 14 years old can only be criminally 
responsible for an offence if the child knows that his or her conduct is wrong. 
 

(2) The question whether a child knows that his or her conduct is wrong is one of 
fact. 

 
(3) The burden of proving that a child knows that his or her conduct is wrong is on 

the prosecution. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


